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The Institute for Sustainable Development, (ISD) has been 
working with the farming community to improve soil 
fertility, increase sustainable production and productivity, 
ensure food security, and improve the livelihood of the 
farming community.
In addition to the government’s efforts to ensure 
food security by improving agricultural policies and 
developing agricultural extension packages, ISD as a 
development partner, has been introducing Ecological 
Organic Agriculture technologies to the smallholder 
farming community. ISD has been contributing to the 
improvement of agricultural land that is affected by 
chemical fertilizers, pesticides and other factors and to 
have a sustainable production by providing training to the 
farmers on how to prepare natural fertilizers, by making 
them produce according to the principles of ecological 
organic agriculture, and by instilling various experiences 
and practices related to ecological organic agriculture to 
the farmers. For example, ISD is giving training to farmers 
to prepare and use natural fertilizers in different ways, 
doing extensive work in different regions to use bio-slurry 
which is the residue of bigas as a fertilizer. Farmers have 
also been introduced to the production of quality compost 
using Vermin-worm technology.
Now, recently, ISD has introduced a new technology, 
i.e., simple in its application but effective to increase 
production and productivity, by facilitating training to 
South Wollo farmers and stakeholders mobilized from 
project beneficiary weredas.
This technology is called EM technology (Effective 
Microorganisms). The benefit of the technology is that 
beneficial microorganisms multiply in the soil, enhance 
germination, build humus in the soils and decomposing 
organic residues and improve soil fertility by adjusting the 
amount of nitrogen in the soil and adding nutrients. It is 
a technology that greatly contributes to the production of 
healthy crops by improving the growth of plants.
Based on this, the farmers involved in the ecological 

organic agriculture project in South Wollo zone have been 
selected to participate in the training in cooperation with 
the project wereda agriculture offices.
According to the plan, the owner of Weljejji agricultural plc. 
Ato Gedeon Shone gave the training on the implementation 
of EM technology for farmers and key stakeholders on June 
22/2020. The training consisted theoretical and practical 
sessions.
The theoretical training was given by showing in detail 
points such as the origin, purpose, benefits, use (crop 
production, cattle fodder and environmental sanitation) of 
the technology, how to use it, how to produce and apply 
natural fertilizers using EM technology.
The training was a hands-on session where the trainees 
learned how to apply EM technology in their farms and 
prepare animal feed from local resources.
The farmers who received the EM technology training 
showed a great desire to put the knowledge gained through 
the training into practice, and they also got an explanation 
on how to get the resources and the inputs needed to 
develop the technology.
In addition, all stakeholders and farmers have promised to 
use their own commitment to share the information and 
experience with other farmers who did not participate in the 
training and would do their part to spread the technology. 
They also expressed their hope that the technology could 
be supportive to solve the problem of fodder supply in 
South Wollo Zone as it is limited.
Stakeholders who participated in the training said that 
this EM technology is easily practicable and versatile, 
so it should be included in the government’s extension 
package. They also pointed out that if various stakeholders 
cooperate to scale up the technology, it is possible to teach 
more farmers to access EM technology by establishing FTC 
demonstration centers.
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ያገኙትን እውቀት ወደተግባር ለመለወጥ ከፍተኛ ፍላጎት ያሳዩ 
ሲሆን በቀጣይም ቴክኖሎጂውን ለማዘጋጀት የሚያስፈልጉ 
ግብአቶችን እንዴት ማግኘት እንደሚችሉ ማብራሪያ 
አግኝተዋል። በተጨማሪም ሁሉም ባለድርሻ አካላት እና አርሶ 
አደሮች መረጃውን እና ተሞክሮውን ለሌሎች በስልጠናው 
ላይ ላልተሳተፉ አርሶ አደሮች እንደሚያካፍሉና ቴክኖሎጂው 
እንዲስፋፋ የበኩላቸውን ጥረት እንደሚያደርጉ ገልፀዋል፡፡ 
በደቡብ ወሎ ዞን ውስጥ የእንስሳት መኖ አቅርቦት ውስን በመሆኑ 
ቴክኖሎጂው በመኖ አቅርቦት ላይ ያለውን ችግር  ሊቀርፍላቸው 
እንደሚችልም ያላቸውን ተስፋ አያይዘው ገልፀዋል፡፡
በስልጠናው ላይ የተሳተፉ ባለድርሻ አካላት ይህ ኢኤም 
ቴክኖሎጂ  በቀላሉ ተቀባይነት ያለው እና ሁለገብ በመሆኑ 
የመንግስት የኤክስቴንሽን ፓኬጅ ውስጥ እንዲካተት ቢደረግ 
የሚል አስተያየት የሰጡ ሲሆን በተጨማሪም የተለያዩ ባለድርሻ 
አካላት ቢተባበሩ የኤፍቲሲ ማሳያ ማዕከላትን በማቋቋም 
ብዙ አርሶ አደሮች የኢኤም ቴክኖሎጂን እንዲያገኙ ማስተማር 
እንደሚቻልም ጠቁመዋል።
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